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Washington, D.C. 20515 '

FEDERAL COMMUNCATIONS OGRS
Dear Congressman Livingston: OFFICE OF T‘HE iggﬁ?ﬂ%

This is in reply to your letter of Februar
behalf of your constituent, David W. gillezé
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-23 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the . Commigsion’'s Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

9, 1993, in which you inquired on
regarding the Notice of Proposed

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear’'s technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. 1
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Mr. Miller is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on
radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the

Notice.
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Honorable Robert L. Livingston 2.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituent’s concerns will be
fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As indicated
in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change
in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituent to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

+Ralph A. Haller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau
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commTTEe Congress of the United States 54
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February 9, 1993

Mr. Terry Haines

Chief of Staff

Office of Congressional Affaris
FCC

1819 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Haines:

Enclosed please find communication I have recently
received from one of my constituents for your consideration.

I would greatly appreciate your complying with their request,
if possible.

I would appreciate your advising me of your action in
this matter and returning the letters to me with your reply to
my Washington Office.

Sincerely,

W ot B

ROBERT L. LIVINGGETON
Member of Congy)ess

RLL/tf

Enclosure
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LT
January 28, 1993

The Honorable Bob Livingston
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510

RE: PR Docket 92-235

Dear Mr. Livingston,

| am a doctor of optometry in private practice in Slidell. | have just
recently become involved in the hobby of radio controlled airplanes, having
wanted to do so for many years.

The Federal Communications Cormmission (FOC) has proposed rule changes
which will conflict with the current radio frequencies used by radio control
model airplanes. The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. |[f these changes are
adopted, many of the frequencies we are now using (and have been using for
years) will become unusable and can increase the risk of accidents involving
our models.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band, a band that is
primarily used for land mobile dispatch operations. Our frequencies have
enough '"'separation” within this band that we are able to share the band
without interference. The proposed rule changes would allow the frequencies
in this band to be split into smaller, narrower bandwidths placing all of
these frequencies close enough to cause interference with model operations.
The number of frequencies that will then be available for our use will be cut
more than half. Hobbyists having radio transmitters and receivers using these
frequencies will have lost a substantial money investment in this equipment.

More importantly, the nearness of these freguencies under the proposed
changes will increase the potential for accidents involving property damage,
injury or even death. Our models may have wing spans of up to 10 feet and can
weigh up to 40 pounds. Our safety precautions involve careful coordination of
frequency use which are designed to pramote a safe hobby for all---operators

and spectators alike. Interference from a near-by mobile radio operator could
cause a sudden, unexpected loss of control of a radio controlled model
airplane in flight. Imagine such a large model careening out of control at a

speed of 40 mph and you can certainly see the danger this would present.

Interference in mobile land radio users at most will cause minor
difficulties in communications transmission. Interference in radio control
models can cause the loss of a very expensive model that took weeks or months



to build, result in property damage and serious personal injury. The FCC is
probably looking at us as "the little guy” and not as important as business
users of radios. However, there are thousands of people just 1ike me that
have a considerable investment in this hobby. There are also many hobby shops
owned by small business people that depend on sales of radio control
equipment, as well as the equipment and airplane kit manufacturers themselves.

Please help us to continue the safe enjoyment of this wonderful hobby by
NOT allowing the FCC to carry out its proposed changes in the 72-76 MHz band.
Thank you.
Sincergly,

I

avid W. Miller, O.D.

WM/ ja

cc: Federal Conmunications Commission
Senator John Breaux
Senator J. Bennett Johnston
Representative William Jefferson
Academy of Model Aeronautics



